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The Irish Parliament resisted for a time a movement which
practically sought to subvert the Constitution of the country
and its relations with England. Recourse was once more had
to the methods employed to secure votes by corrupt agencies;
a majority was obtained to uphold the Government; and it
should be added that some of the leading Irish nobles feared a
violent Revolution which they deemed at hand. But a strong
opposition maintained the popular demand* Flood, who had
long made the subject his own, condemned Poynings* Law with
great force of reasoning; and other prominent men took the
same side. Grattan, however, was by far the foremost champion
of the claim to Legislative Independence and Self-Govern-
ment; he had adopted the views of Molyneux and Swift from
early youth; in April, 1780, he brought the question forward
in a speech long remembered as one of his finest efforts. His
address was premature and was withdrawn; and the Irish
Parliament kept up for some months an attitude apparently
hostile to a great organic reform. Meanwhile, however, the
voice of Protestant Ireland rose higher and higher; it was felt
even by the ministers in power that it had become impossible
to oppose it with effect. In the spring of 1782, a great body
of Delegates from the Volunteers of Ulster assembled in the
Church of Dongannon; it insisted, in language of stern
earnestness, on the repeal of the Act that declared the English
Parliament entitled to pass laws that affected Ireland, on a
thorough modification of Poynings' Law, and on other measures
enlarging Irish liberty; the result was immense even in the two
Irish Houses. Ere long the defeat of England in the American
War caused the fall of the Tory Administration of North; the
Rockingham Government came into office; and its attention
was at once directed to Irish affairs. Burke had genuine
sympathy with the Irish cause; this was shared, in some
degree, by Fox; their influence probably swayed the great
Whig magnates. The Duke of Portland was appointed Lord